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International Institutions

The World Bank
Since inception in 1944, the World Bank has expanded from a single institution to a closely associated group of five development institutions. Our mission evolved from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) as facilitator of post-war reconstruction and development to the present day mandate of worldwide poverty alleviation in conjunction with our affiliate, the International Development Association.

Once it had a homogeneous staff of engineers and financial analysts, based solely in Washington, DC. Today, they have a multi-disciplinary and diverse staff that includes economists, public policy experts, sector experts and social scientists, and 30% of their staff are now based in country offices.

Reconstruction remains an important focus of their work; given the natural disasters and post conflict rehabilitation needs that affect developing and transition economies. They have, however, broadened their portfolio's focus to include social sector lending projects, poverty alleviation, debt relief and good governance. At today's World Bank, they have sharpened their focus on poverty reduction as the overarching goal of all our work.
The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world. They are not a bank in the common sense. They are made up of two unique development institutions owned by 184 member countries—the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association (IDA). Each institution plays a different but supportive role in our mission of global poverty reduction and the improvement of living standards. The IBRD focuses on middle income and creditworthy poor countries, while IDA focuses on the poorest countries in the world. Together they provide low-interest loans, interest-free credit and grants to developing countries for education, health, infrastructure, communications and many other purposes.
What is IDA?

The International Development Association (IDA), established in 1960, is the part of the World Bank Group that provides long-term interest-free loans (credits) and grants to the poorest of the developing countries. It does this to support economic growth, reduce poverty and improve living conditions.

IDA’s long-term; no-interest loans pay for programs that build the policies, institutions, infrastructure and human capital needed for equitable and environmentally sustainable development.  IDA’s grants go to poor countries already vulnerable to debt or confronting the ravages of HIV/AIDS or natural disasters. 

How do you decide which countries are eligible to borrow IDA resources?

Three factors determine whether countries are eligible for IDA assistance:

Relative poverty, defined as Gross National Product (income) per person below an established threshold, currently US$965 per year.

The lack of credit worthiness to borrow on market terms and therefore a need for concessional resources to finance the country's development program.  

Good policy performance, defined as the implementation of economic and social policies that promote growth and poverty reduction.

Some countries, such as India and Indonesia, are eligible for IDA assistance due to their low per person incomes, but are also creditworthy for some IBRD borrowing. These countries are known as "Blend" borrowers.

Sierra Leone

The World Bank operates on a regional basis and then divides regions into individual countries. The Sierra Leone page link follows:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/SIERRALEONEEXTN/0,,menuPK:367829~pagePK:141159~piPK:141110~theSitePK:367809,00.html
Sierra Leone comes under the Sub-Sahara region and the lead page for this is:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/0,,menuPK:258649~pagePK:158889~piPK:146815~theSitePK:258644,00.html
Within this lead page are links to a number of individual topics. These include:

 News & Events 

 Data & Statistics 

 Publications & Reports 

 Development Topics 

 Regional Initiatives 

 Projects & Programs 

 Partnerships 

 Country Public Information Centres 

The Country Brief on Sierra Leone can be found at:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/SIERRALEONEEXTN/0,,menuPK:367833~pagePK:141132~piPK:141107~theSitePK:367809,00.html
When using the World Bank site it is worth considering looking at:
Country Assistance Strategy 

 http://www.wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDS_IBank_Servlet?pcont=details&eid=000090341_20050526085619
Poverty Reduction Strategy papers  

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/SIERRALEONEEXTN/0,,menuPK:367837~pagePK:141132~piPK:141123~theSitePK:367809,00.html
Comprehensive Development Framework
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/SIERRALEONEEXTN/0,,menuPK:367839~pagePK:141132~piPK:148686~theSitePK:367809,00.html
The following directs you to related links relevant to Sierra Leone.
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	Listed below are links to websites with a variety of information about Sierra Leone.  

World Bank Websites
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Africa Region

 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldbank.org/afr/" 
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Africa Region Working Papers
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African Virtual University

 HYPERLINK "http://www.avu.org/" 
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Agriculture & Rural Development

 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldbank.org/rural" \t "_blank" 
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AIDS Economics
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Education

 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldbank.org/education/" 
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Debt Initiative for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC): Sierra Leone debt relief.
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HIV/AIDS Prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Knowledge Partnerships for Africa
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Millennium Development Goals (MDG):  Background, data, research on achieving the Millennium Development Goals.
--  Sierra Leone Country Profile
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Policy Research Working Papers
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Poverty Net
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Project Cycle
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Private Sector Development
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WBI Governance Database
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World Bank Group: Main website.
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International Finance Corporation (IFC)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ifc.org/" 
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World Bank Institute

 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldbank.org/wbi/" \t "_blank" 



Contacts 

 The Regional Director with responsibility for Sierra Leone can be contacted at:

Mr. Mats Karlsson

Country Director

World Bank Ghana Office

69, Dr. Isert Road, Accra, Ghana

Tel: 233-21-229681

Fax: 233-21-227887

Email: mkarlsson@worldbank.org
If you encounter any difficulties with any of the links that appear on these pages please contact;

John Birchall

Email: john_birchall@bsc.biblio.net
