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After a bloody conflict Sierra Leone is experiencing a steady improvement in its security and political situation.  However, several challenges remain.  

UNICEF activities
The Health Programme continues to support government efforts by contributing to the revitalization of primary health care units and promoting capacity building of district health service institutions. Routine and supplementary immunization activities are also being implemented. The full immunization coverage for children under one year has increased, showing a positive trend countrywide, but it is still very low in certain regions.  There is a similar pattern for tetanus coverage, which is 47 per cent nationwide but only 35 per cent in the north and east. Yellow fever immunization has been introduced as a pilot phase in routine EPI in three districts (Koinadugu, Kailahun and Kono). However, improvements in the health delivery system have yet to make significant contributions to morbidity patterns. Malaria, acute respiratory infections, and diarrhoea, and malnutrition account for the majority of consultations at the peripheral health units. The prevalence of low weight and stunting has also not seen any significant change. Similarly, the exceptionally high maternal mortality rate of 1,800 per 100,000 live births gives no impression of diminishing. 

Education is one of the government’s highest priorities. The Education and Youth Development programme seeks to contribute to an increase in primary school enrolment and reducing the gender gap. Enrolment levels are increasing year but the gender gap is still widening, indicating that efforts are still needed in this regard. The rehabilitation of schools is also a key priority.  About 50 per cent of the primary schools are now functioning, although often in very inadequate conditions. UNICEF assists by provided temporary shelters, desk/bench sets, teaching/learning materials and supporting in-service teacher training.  Moreover, the Complementary Rapid Education for Primary Schools (CREPS), a programme is designed to enable the over age children to complete the normally 6 year long primary school programme in not more than three years is operational and growing in several districts.

The Child Protection programme provides co-ordination, strategic direction and financial support various actors working to protect children and their rights.  This includes initiatives to ensure that children are provided with the appropriate care and protection through disarmament, demobilisation, emergency care and reunification processes.  Since the end of the disarmament, demobilization and reunification (DDR), there has been no child abduction by armed forces. Many of the children who were registered as ‘separated’ within the DDR Programme have been reunited with their families. Consequently, all but three of the interim care centres have closed and the family tracing and reunification scaled down. These have been replaced by a system of community-based reintegration programmes, whereby every reunified child will be supported in their home environment that includes work with the other children in the home community. The girls who were not demobilized and not able to access services, are of major concern. This most vulnerable group requires a unique approach.  Work on sexual violence and street children needs to be reactivated.

The Water and Sanitation Programme includes the drilling of boreholes, re-establishing a community based water management systems, and promoting hygienic behaviour.

Recent work in Sierra Leone

Dedication is paying off for Sierra Leone’s polio programmes
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone, 12 December 2005 – Sierra Leone is within reach of meeting its goal of being certified polio free, having just completed the final round of immunizations for this calendar year. 

Bringing community schools to children in rural Sierra Leone
MAKENI, Sierra Leone, 28 July 2005 – Children in the village of Makondo recite their lessons in a cramped makeshift schoolroom. They seek shelter from the white heat of the mid-day sun under plastic sheeting, which is held up by wooden poles. Lessons are staggered so they can accommodate the 175 students enrolled – but even so there is barely enough room on the wooden benches. 

First ever ‘Truth and Reconciliation’ report for children launched
NEW YORK, 27 October 2004 – The first-ever version of a ‘Truth and Reconciliation Commission’ report intended specifically to be accessible by children was officially launched today at United Nations headquarters. 

UNICEF Statistics on Sierra Leone

	Basic Indicators
	  

	Under-5 mortality rank
	1

	Under-5 mortality rate (1990)
	302

	Under-5 mortality rate (2004)
	283

	Infant mortality rate (under 1) (1990)
	175

	Infant mortality rate (under 1) (2004)
	165

	Total population (thousands) (2004)
	5336

	Annual no. of births (thousands) (2004)
	245

	Annual no. of under-5 deaths (thousands) (2004)
	69

	GNI per capita (US$) (2004)
	200

	Life expectancy at birth (years) (2004)
	41

	Total adult literacy rate (2000-2004*)
	30

	Net primary school enrolment/ attendance (%) (1996-2004*)
	41

	% share of household income 1993-2003* (lowest 40%)
	3

	% share of household income 1993-2003* (highest 20%)
	63

	


	Nutrition
	   

	% of infants with low birthweight (1998-2004*)
	23

	% of children (1996-2004*) who are: exclusively breastfed (<6 months)
	4

	% of children (1996-2004*) who are: breastfed with complementary food (6-9 months)
	51

	% of children (1996-2004*) who are: still breastfeeding (20-23 months)
	53

	% of under-fives (1996-2004*) suffering from: underweight (moderate)
	27

	% of under-fives (1996-2004*) suffering from: underweight (severe)
	9

	% of under-fives (1996-2004*) suffering from: wasting (moderate & severe)
	10

	% of under-fives (1996-2004*) suffering from: stunting (moderate & severe)
	34

	Vitamin A supplementation coverage rate (6-59 months) (2003)
	84

	% of households consuming iodized salt (1998-2004*)
	23

	


	Health
	  

	% of population using improved drinking water sources (2002) total
	57

	% of population using improved drinking water sources (2002) urban
	75

	% of population using improved drinking water sources (2002) rural
	46

	% of population using adequate sanitation facilities (2002) (total)
	39

	% of population using adequate sanitation facilities (2002) (urban)
	53

	% of population using adequate sanitation facilities (2002) (rural)
	30

	% of routine EPI vaccines financed by government (2004) total
	0

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Tuberculosis (TB) (BCG)
	83

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus (DPT1)
	77

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus (DPT3)
	61

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Polio (polio3)
	61

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Measles (measles)
	64

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Hepatitis B (hepB3)
	-

	Immunization 2004: 1-year-old children immunized against: Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib3)
	-

	Immunization 2004: pregnant women tetanus
	76

	% under-fives with ARI (1998-2004*)
	9

	% under-fives with ARI taken to health provider (1998-2004*)
	50

	% under-fives with diarrhoea receiving oral rehydration and continued feeding (1996-2004*)
	39

	Malaria: 1999-2004*: % under-fives sleeping under a mosquito net
	15

	Malaria: 1999-2004*: % under-fives sleeping under a treated mosquito net
	2

	Malaria: 1999-2004*: % under-fives with fever receiving anti-malarial drugs
	61

	Definitions and data sources 


	HIV AIDS
	   

	HIV Prevalence: Adult prevalence rate (15-49 years), end 2003, estimate
	-

	HIV Prevalence: Estimated number of people living with HIV, 2003 (in thousands), adults and children (0-49 years)
	-

	HIV Prevalence: Estimated number of people living with HIV, 2003 (in thousands), low estimate
	

	HIV Prevalence: Estimated number of people living with HIV, 2003 (in thousands), high estimate
	

	HIV Prevalence: Estimated number of people living with HIV, 2003 (in thousands), children ( 0-14 years)
	-

	HIV Prevalence: Estimated number of people living with HIV, 2003 (in thousands), women (15-49 years)
	-

	HIV prevalence rate in young (15-24 years) pregnant women in capital city, year
	-

	HIV prevalence rate in young (15-24 years) pregnant women in capital city, median
	-

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who know condom can prevent HIV, male
	-

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who know condom can prevent HIV, female
	30

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who know healthy-looking person can have HIV, male
	-

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who know healthy-looking person can have HIV, female
	35

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who have comprehensive knowledge of HIV, male
	-

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who have comprehensive knowledge of HIV, female
	16

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who used condom at last high risk sex, male
	-

	Knowledge and behaviour (1998-2004)* (15-24 years), % who used condom at last high risk sex, female
	-

	Orphans, Children (0-17 years) orphaned by AIDS, 2003, estimate (in thousands)
	-

	Orphans, Children (0-17 years) orphaned due to all causes, 2003, estimate (in thousands)
	350

	Orphans, Orphan school attendance ratio, 1998-2004*
	71

	


	Education
	  

	Adult literacy rate, 2000-2004*, male
	40

	Adult literacy rate, 2000-2004*, female
	21

	Number per 100 population , '2002-2003*, phones
	2

	Number per 100 population , '2002-2003*, Internet users
	0

	Primary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), gross, male
	93

	Primary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), gross, female
	65

	Primary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), net, male
	-

	Primary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), net, female
	-

	Primary school attendance ratio (1996-2004*), net, male
	43

	Primary school attendance ratio (1996-2004*), net, female
	39

	% of primary school entrants reaching grade 5, Admin. Data, 2000-2004*
	-

	% of primary school entrants reaching grade 5, Survey data, 1997-2004*
	94

	Secondary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), gross, male
	31

	Secondary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), gross, female
	22

	Secondary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), net, male
	-

	Secondary school enrolment ratio (2000-2004*), net, female
	-

	Secondary school attendance ratio (1996-2004*), net, male
	14

	Secondary school attendance ratio (1996-2004*), net, female
	12

	


	Demographics
	   

	Population (thousands), 2004, under 18
	2627

	Population (thousands), 2004, under 5
	925

	Population annual growth rate (%), 1970-90
	2.1

	Population annual growth rate (%), 1990-2004
	1.9

	Crude death rate, 1970
	29

	Crude death rate, 1990
	26

	Crude death rate, 2004
	23

	Crude birth rate, 1970
	48

	Crude birth rate, 1990
	48

	Crude birth rate, 2004
	47

	Life expectancy, 1970
	35

	Life expectancy, 1990
	39

	Life expectancy, 2004
	41

	Total fertility rate, 2004
	6.5

	% of population urbanized, 2004
	40

	Average annual growth rate of urban population (%), 1970-90
	4.8

	Average annual growth rate of urban population (%), 1990-2004
	3.9

	


	Economics
	  

	GNI per capita (US$), 2004
	200

	GDP per capita average annual growth rate (%), 1970-90
	-0.4

	GDP per capita average annual growth rate (%), 1990-2004
	-2.5

	Average annual rate of inflation (%), 1990-2004
	22

	% of population below $1 a day, 1993-2003*
	57

	% of central government expenditure allocated to:, (1993-2004*), health
	10

	% of central government expenditure allocated to:, (1993-2004*), education
	13

	% of central government expenditure allocated to:, (1993-2004*), defence
	10

	ODA inflow in millions US$, 2003
	297

	ODA inflow as a % of recipient GNI, 2003
	37

	Debt service as a % of exports of goods and services, 1990
	8

	Debt service as a % of exports of goods and services, 2003
	11

	


	Women
	  

	Life expectancy: females as a % of males, 2004
	107

	Adult literacy rate: females as a % of males, 2000-2004*
	53

	Enrolment ratios: females as a % of males, primary school (2000-2005*), gross
	70

	Enrolment ratios: females as a % of males, primary school (2000-2005*), net
	-

	Enrolment ratios: females as a % of males, secondary school (2000-2004*), gross
	71

	Enrolment ratios: females as a % of males, secondary school (2000-2004*), net
	-

	Contraceptive prevalence (%), 1996-2004*
	4

	Antenatal care coverage (%), 1996-2004*
	68

	Skilled attendant at delivery (%), 1996-2004*
	42

	Maternal mortality ratio† , 1990 - 2004*, reported
	1800

	Maternal mortality ratio† , 2000, adjusted
	2000

	Maternal mortality ratio† , 2000, Lifetime risk of maternal death. 1 in:
	6

	


	Child Protection
	   

	Child labour (5-14 years) 1999-2004*, total
	57

	Child labour (5-14 years) 1999-2004*, male
	57

	Child labour (5-14 years) 1999-2004*, female
	57

	Child marriage 1986-2004*, total
	-

	Child marriage 1986-2004*, urban
	-

	Child marriage 1986-2004*, rural
	-

	Birth registration 1999-2004*, total
	46

	Birth registration 1999-2004*, urban
	66

	Birth registration 1999-2004*, rural
	40

	Female genital mutilation/cutting 1998-2004*, women (15-49 years) ( a ), total
	-

	Female genital mutilation/cutting 1998-2004*, women (15-49 years) ( a ), urban
	-

	Female genital mutilation/cutting 1998-2004*, women (15-49 years) ( a ), rural
	-

	Female genital mutilation/cutting 1998-2004*, women (15-49 years) ( a ), daughters total ( b )
	-

	


	Rate of Progress
	   

	Under-5 mortality rank
	1

	Under-5 mortality rate (1970)
	363

	Under-5 mortality rate (1990)
	302

	Under-5 mortality rate (2004)
	283

	Average annual rate of reduction (%) (1970-90)
	0.9

	Average annual rate of reduction (%) (1990-2004)
	0.5

	Reduction since 1990 (%)
	6

	GDP per capita average annual growth rate (%) (1970-90)
	-0.4

	GDP per capita average annual growth rate (%) (1990-2004)
	-2.5

	Total fertility rate (1970)
	6.5

	Total fertility rate (1990)
	6.5

	Total fertility rate (2004)
	6.5

	Average annual rate of reduction (%) ('1970-1990)
	0

	Average annual rate of reduction (%) (1990-2004)
	0

	


Contacting UNICEF in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN

Field Office

 Mail address

   UNICEF

P.O. Box 221

Freetown, Sierra Leone

Visitors' address

   UNICEF Government 

Medical Stores Compound

Jomo Kenyatta Road New England

Freetown, Sierra Leone

Telephone

   Country code

 232

City code

 22

 234.996 (IDD Line)

226.825 (Switchboard) 241.422 (Switchboard)

Facsimile

   235.059

Email

   freetown@unicef.org
 

